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About the speaker:  Ms. June Nakamura received her B.S. in Civil Engineering at the University of Hawaii in 1973.    

During her career she has worked in consulting, government and academia both in Hawaii and on the east coast in the 

Washington DC area.  Several years after returning home, she founded Engineering Solutions, Inc a small civil-

environmental-structural engineering firm in 1993 and served as its president for 16 years before selling it in January 

2010.  She is currently Vice-President and Hawaii Office manager of Kennedy/Jenks Consultants, a 550 person water-

wastewater-environmental firm with 26 offices throughout the western United States.  She is a licensed engineer in 

Hawaii, Maryland and Virginia.  

 

Prior to returning home she worked for Arlington County, Virginia where she supervised a design team and managed the 

stormwater management program and the sewer rehabilitation program.  Under Engineering Solutions, she was fortunate 

enough to have been a part of some award-winning projects and pilot study/projects at the start of this sustainability era, 

including, but not limited to: 

 Poamoho Agricultural Subdivision   

Pilot Project for the Rehabilitation of Sewer Lines 

Biofilter Pilot Study 

Haleakala Comfort Station Reclaimed Water System 

Hali’imaile Cradle to Cradle Community Framework 

MBR Pilot and Feasibility Study in conjunction with the UHCEE 

Coconut Island Laboratory Sustainability Project 

 

Abstract            

This talk gives an overview on the importance of the civil engineer in the movement towards renewable energy and island 

sustainability.  It looks at the various components/fields in civil engineering that can contribute to our island sustainability 

and uses Engineering Solutions and Kennedy/Jenks Consultant projects as examples.  This includes obtaining LEED 

points in alternative transportation, site development, stormwater and water resource management, and use of recycled 

materials; a closer look at the integrated water management process from storage to reuse and then how to reuse our 

natural byproducts in the wastewater treatment field for renewable energy. 

As stewards of the land and islands of Hawaii every person plays an integral part in keeping our small island community 

sustainable.  Our ancestors and the plantation workers never wasted any useable material.  Sustainability is not a new 

concept, but an old one that we lost vision of.  With new technologies we are able to push the limits further while 

providing a safer and better quality of life than an grandparent were able to enjoy.    

 


