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About the speaker:  Paul Norton is a Senior Project Leader with the U.S. Department of Energy’s National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). He is NREL’s in-state lead for the Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative 

(HCEI) serving as a liaison between the needs of in-state HCEI stakeholders and the technical expertise of the 

Department of Energy’s national laboratories. Paul received his B.S. and M.S. in mechanical engineering from 

the University of Colorado and the Syracuse University, respectively. He has been with NREL for 14 years. Prior 

to joining the Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative, he was engaged in research on building energy efficiency, zero 

energy homes, high performance commercial buildings and alternative fuel vehicles.  Paul has authored and 

coauthored technical reports on topics ranging from zero energy design and building performance testing 

practices to alternative fuel truck and bus fleet evaluations.  

 

Abstract            
 

Imported oil supplies 90% of Hawai‘i's energy today. This dependence on oil makes the people of Hawai’i 

vulnerable to price shocks and possible supply disruptions and exports Hawaiian wealth that could be creating 

jobs and building the economy in the state. The use of oil for energy also has undesirable consequences including 

resource depletion, pollution, and climate change. 

The Hawai‘i Clean Energy Initiative (HCEI) is a partnership between the state of Hawai‘i and the U.S. 

Department of Energy launched in 2008.  The goal of the partnership is to meet 70% of our projected energy 

needs in 2030 through energy efficiency and renewable energy.  

Paul will present a broad view of energy efficiency and renewable energy in Hawai’i. He will describe the 

balance between investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy on the path to zero energy buildings. He 

will also present current and planned renewable energy projects and discuss some of the challenges that need to 

be addressed to enable greater renewable energy use.  A brief introduction of the programs at NREL will also be 

presented.  

          


